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WELCOME TO THE TWENTIETH EDITION 

Welcome to the 20th edition. Since the last magazine we have had the 
so-called ‘Freedom Day’ although in essence the message is still to 
wear a mask and keep your distance. Observations in Stortford this 
week suggest masks yes and distance no, but stay safe wherever you 
are. 

Following the planning application for a battery storage unit at Green’s 
Farm that has challenged our communities since May, and resulted in 
over a hundred objections, a ‘Protect The Pelhams’ Facebook group 
met in Furneux Pelham church a week or so ago. Please see their 
article inside. 

The raffle for the unique 1000 – piece jigsaw puzzle of an angel in the 
roof of St Mary The Virgin Furneux Pelham has raised £200 for the roof 
fund. We are pleased to announce that the lucky winner was ticket  
no. 77, purchased by Mrs Enid Norbury of Braughing. Thanks to 
everyone who took part. 

And finally an apology 

In announcing the raffle a couple of months ago we did not make clear 
that the entire restoration of the roof paintings was commissioned and 
funded in the 1960s by Mrs Iris Hughes of Furneaux Pelham Hall. We 
apologise to her family for this oversight and are happy to put the 
matter straight. Thank you. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover story 

At the time of writing, harvesting is well underway and the cover picture 
shows Daisy, Smart and Jolly hard at work doing it many years ago (we 
think) on the Barclays estate. A hundred and fifty years ago, completion 
of the harvest brought its problems for Furneux Pelham in particular. 
The custom was to celebrate the end of harvest with a ‘harvest ale’ 
brewed by Rayments. As well as their traditional bonus from the farmer, 
groups of farm labourers would tour the villages, seeking further 
contributions. The Reverend Woolmore Wigram spoke out publicly 
against the drunkenness resulting from this so-called ‘Drinking Day’, 
moreover pointing out that his servant had told him the harvest ale was 
anyway ‘of an inferior quality, leaving an unpleasant gummy taste’. 

Soon it was time to start the annual cycle all over again, this time with 
twice the horsepower...     see page next page  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Thank you……. 

FURNEUX PELHAM OPEN GARDENS  

4 JULY 2021 

A huge “Thank You” to all of those who did so much work to make the day 

possible.  It was a wonderful effort that resulted in around £1,700 being 

raised towards the Church Roof Fund. 

Thank you also to all those who visited and were so generous with their 

donations.  

We should also thank who ever controls the weather for giving us a most 

pleasant rain free afternoon.  

Margaret Lockhart 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

The village hall has re-opened for bookings and as from 19th July the 

restriction on numbers no longer applies. Face masks and social distancing 

are still recommended, particularly for large groups.  

The village hall has good facilities for a wide variety of functions and activities. 

Capacity for up to 80 people. Enquiries to Anna Shaw at 

anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk or on 01279 777817. Currently there are table 

tennis and yoga sessions running. 

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
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PROTECT THE PELHAMS       
 

Did you know that developers and some local farmers are trying to 

install two massive solar farms and two huge Lithium Battery 

storage units within our parishes?  They should be called 

“factories” not “farms” as they are 100% industrial. 

A group of concerned residents have formed ‘Protect the Pelhams - a 

community objection to the safety, environmental and visual impact of the 

proposed solar facilities in Stocking Pelham, Furneux Pelham, Brent Pelham, 

and now Berden. 

We have set up a ‘Protect the Pelhams’ Facebook page to publish information 

on these initiatives and encourage our residents to get involved to save our rural 

community. We are working tirelessly behind the scenes to plan the best way 

forward and need your help. If you would like to get involved, please contact us. 

For those unable to access Facebook, more information will follow with a 

website, maps, flyers, posters and ways to get in touch. 

What we have so far: 

The proposed sites are in the proximity of the Pelham Substation, if successful, 

we will see acres of solar panels locally. Also, 2m high stock fencing, pole 

mounted CCTV and lights, with ancillary buildings – all on prime arable land. 

The natural environment, visual amenity, water run-off, local access roads, 

arable productivity, safety of residents and rights of way, etc., could be 

compromised during construction, and for up to 40 years afterwards.  

About 340 acres of solar energy development are proposed in the vicinity of the 

Pelhams, (about 170 football pitches.)   

How can you help?  

The current Lithium battery application is a priority.  Without them, there will be 

no solar farms, though the battle against all solar developments is critical.  To 

do this, we need your support. Could you please .. 

• review and object to the proposed Lithium Battery Unit at Greens Farm 
ASAP (see 1. below). Let us know if you need help, to ensure your 
objection is effective, it needs to be factual; 

• continue to read our monthly column; and 

• follow ‘Protect the Pelhams’ Facebook page, we will try and answer 
any questions. 
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Here are the existing and proposed facilities so far : 

Proposed Solar Facilities for the Pelhams 

1. Greens Farm East End Stocking Pelham SG9 0JU.  
Construction of a 50MW battery unit. Area: 3.5 acres. 
(East Herts Council: 3/21/0969/FUL)  

2. Land Adj. to Pelham Substation Park Green Lane Berden.  
Request for a Screening Opinion in relation to a proposed solar 
energy scheme. Area: 230 acres. 
(Uttlesford District Council: UTT/21/2158/SCO) 

3. Land off Violets Lane Furneux Pelham.  
Proposed ground-mounted solar PV development. Area:120 acres 
(East Herts Council: Internal screening opinion in progress).  

4. Crabbs Green, Stocking Pelham.   
Proposed battery storage system facility with associated access, 
landscape and other infrastructure works  
(No application submitted). 

Existing Solar Facilities for the Pelhams 

5. New Lithium Battery Facility.  
Pelham Substation. Completed in 2016, a condition of the consent to 
plant a screen of trees to reduce the visual impact was not carried out. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support. 



 

6 

Stocking Pelham Playground Project 
It gives me great pleasure to announce that the first phase of the Stocking 

Pelham playground is now open. Consisting of two junior swings, a tyre swing 

and a climbing, slide, rope-walk and fireman’s pole combination frame. 

Going forward we plan to use the copse behind 

the play equipment as a nature walk and picnic 

area plus to install a few obstacles for the kids to 

navigate. 

Cllr Mike Hutchins said “I first put the idea 

forward for play equipment about 15 years ago 

but for various reasons it was shelved a number 

of times so I am especially excited that at last my 

vision has come to fruition.” 

“I should also like to take this opportunity to 

thank Cllr Louise Balaam and former Cllr Andy 

Brown for their tireless work in helping me make 

this great new attraction come to life and for 

successfully applying for a grant towards costs. 

Also, a big thanks to the volunteers who helped 

in the preparation of the ground including 

clearing, weeding and laying the turf.” 

Though only open a few days it has already proved a big hit and has been 

used by many local children which I hope they continue to enjoy: when I 

asked my grandchildren what bit they liked best Elsie said the fireman’s pole 

and Flo said all of it! 

So, please enjoy our lovely amenity (covid 

safe) and don’t forget there is a table tennis 

table (kindly donated some time ago by Kirsty 

Rolland just bring your own bats and balls) 

plus the picnic benches bought originally by 

the Village Hall Committee. 

Mike Hutchins 
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 

St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 1st August Trinity 9 
10.30 am Benefice All Age Holy Communion  Braughing 

Sunday 8th August Trinity 10 
10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 15th August Trinity 11 
11.15 am* Benefice Holy Communion with Baptism Braughing 

* please note later time 

Sunday 22nd August Trinity 12 
10:30 am Benefice Morning Worship    Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 29th August Trinity 13 
10:30 am Benefice Morning Worship    Stocking Pelham 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 
9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing there is a 
quiet Holy Communion service.  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings or 

Funerals, please contact the Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, 

Furneux Pelham are part of a Benefice of 

three churches which also include St Mary’s, 

Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwarden: 
Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – in the absence of  

Churchwardens, please contact either Chris Stead (01279) 778001 or  

Mark Haverson (01279) 777789 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Stocking Pelham School 
 
The first school in Stocking Pelham was established by the Church of 
England and was held at Rectory Cottage. The earliest mention of a 
school teacher is in the 1851 census where James Ginn was recorded 
as the schoolmaster. By 1855 Mrs Jane George, who was born in 
Clavering, had taken over as schoolmistress. 
 
When the 1870 Education Act came into force and established Board 
Schools, the voluntary agencies that were already running schools (such 
as the Church of England) were given six months in which to claim 
building grants for new schools. The result for Stocking Pelham was the 
school that we now know as Stocking Pelham Village Hall. 
 
The plans were drawn up by George Perry, an architect and surveyor of 
Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford. They show a simple building 25 feet long, 
16 feet wide and 11 feet high plus a pitched roof and an additional 
entrance porch. The chimney for the fire was at the front between the 
porch and the window. At the back there was a division wall (8 feet high) 
that ran from the rear wall to the outhouses on the boundary, the boys’ 
toilets being on one side and the girls’ on the other, with the coal store in 
the middle. On the boundary with the road the plans show a quick-
growing hedge. The lime trees that are now at the front were planted to 
commemorate Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1877. 
 
The new school opened on 8th June 1874 when 32 pupils were enrolled. 
They were joined by four more four- and five-year-olds in October 1874. 
The first pupil in the admission register was Fanny Saville, the daughter 
of Joseph Saville, who lived in Berden Road. Fanny was born in May 
1861 and was the oldest pupil in the new school. Most children left at 11 
years of age but Fanny stayed on and passed Standard V in 1876, 
leaving in July 1877 aged 16 years. 
 
Another pupil on that first day was eight-year-old William Lawrence, son 
of George Lawrence, also resident in Berden Road. His memories of that 
day were recorded by the late Stocking Pelham local historian Mrs C I 
Cherry. The children assembled at the old school and marched round to 
the new one. The girls wore starched white pinafores, the boys as good 
clothes as mother could produce and hob nailed boots. They were met 
at the door by the school managers and other VIPs to be given a homily 
on the treatment of the furniture. Each desk had an attached seat and 
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was wide enough for five children to sit side by side. The room itself was 
designed to accommodate 40 scholars of all ages. 
 
The last three children to be enrolled at the school were Leslie Roy 
Swallow, son of Frederick Swallow of The Wash; Frederick Phillips, son 
of Emily Phillips of White Hart Farm and Alice Newman, who lived at Mill 
Hill Cottages. They joined in April 1918. The school closed in the summer 
of the same year owing to falling numbers on roll. Those pupils at the 
Wash end of the village transferred to Furneux Pelham and we presume 
the others transferred to Berden. 
 
The Stocking Pelham School Admissions Book 1874 - 1918 is part of the 
Hertfordshire Archives collection. It was deposited by Mrs Cherry in 
1974. A handwritten note on the cover reads: 
 
“This register was found by me under several hundredweights of coal in 
an outhouse at the back of the old school in 1945. It had apparently been 
there since 1918 when the school closed. Although the pages are badly 
stained it is quite readable and has helped several early scholars prove 
their age for pension claims” 
 
On its closure the building remained the property of the Church. The 
Church School Account Book from 1927 was kept by Revd. S Leigh Lye. 
It shows that the old school was rented out for both general and local 
elections and on one occasion was let to the Conservative Party. The 
money was used to insure and maintain the building. After the vicar’s 
death in 1939 there are very few entries except for the rental to the Home 
Guard in 1942 and 1943. 
 
In December 1955 the old school was bought for the village from the 
Ecclesiastical Commission for £175 by Stocking Pelham Parish Council. 
It became Stocking Pelham Village Hall. In 1971 the hall was modernised 
and extended, including the provision of a new kitchen and toilet facilities. 
During the 1970s the chief user was the Youth Club and it is now home 
to Pelhams Pre-School. 
 
Furneux Pelham History Group 
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Building work is starting in Ginns Road  

Stocking Pelham in August   
Waterlilies (opposite Crabbs Green Lane) is going to be rebuilt and the work is 

estimated to take 75 weeks.  Lorries and other heavy vehicles will be going in 

and out of the site.  The contractor, R E Butler Construction & Developments 

Ltd, is a local family firm and will do their best to minimise noise and 

disruption.  Nevertheless, some disturbance is inevitable during the working 

week and occasional Saturday. 

Should you have any concerns during the project, please contact RE Butler 

directly. 

Director: James Francis - jfrancis@rebutler.com, 07748 808 879  

Director: Tom Butler - tebutler@rebutler.com, 07801 268 802 

Plans for the project can be viewed on the East Herts planning portal, 

reference 3/21/1580/VAR.    Riikka & Colin Berthoud 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The Parish Council met “in-person” at the Village Hall on 1st July with 30 local 

residents in attendance. 

Key points from the meeting were: 

• extensive feedback from residents received on proposed solar farms and 
battery facilities in the parish and neighbouring parishes. Residents have 
established a campaign group – “Protect the Pelhams” – see their article 
on pages 4 and 5; 

• Parish Council reiterated its role to respond to planning applications, 
providing the background to objections submitted in relation to the 
battery facility at Green’s Farm and highlighting that no planning 
application exists as yet for the Violet’s Lane proposal; 

• East Herts Council’s Legal team are looking into the pallets yard; 

• design/quote being developed by Herts County Council for the verge 
opposite Millwrights Cottage; 

• traffic survey along Barleycroft End expected after September; 

• The Brewery Tap will be developing the new “Book swap shelter”; 

• Herts County Council will be requested to maintain the access route to 
Whitebarns cul-de-sac as a functional route; 

• donation of £550 to be made for churchyard maintenance; 
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• Ombudsman will be investigating why Herts County Council ceased to 
maintain the access to Whitebarns; and  

• Chair of the Allotment Association was changing. 

Feedback from residents was provided to the Violet’s Lane developer when 

Cllrs were briefed by them on this project. Key messages from this briefing 

were published on the Parish Council’s website and Facebook page – and 

reproduced below. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be in person at the Village Hall on 2nd 

September at 7 pm. Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk 

Key messages from briefing….. 

Renewable Connections briefed Furneux Pelham Cllrs, including Ward Cllrs for 

East Herts Council and Herts County Council, on the proposed Solar Farm west 

of Violets Lane, and related Battery Energy Storage Site on Crabbs Lane, 

Stocking Pelham, on 5th July. 

The solar site in the Ash Valley was selected due to the proximity to the 

Pelham grid substation, the presence of intervening topography and 

vegetation from local settlements, and that the site comprises predominantly 

Grade 3 agricultural land rather than 2. 

The briefing confirmed that this proposal is still in the very early stages of 

development and current expectations are that: 

• public consultation will take place late summer/early Autumn; and 

• planning application for the solar farm will be submitted towards the 

end of 2021. 

Renewable Connections sought pre-application advice from East Herts 

Council’s Planning Department before Christmas 2020 and this is still 

outstanding. Once received, it hopes to share this with the parish. 

Environmental screening is currently in progress and, recognising one of the 

key concerns, they will be consulting with the Environment Agency regarding 

the flood risk. Renewable Connections will consult fully with local residents 

ahead of an application being submitted. 

Cllrs used the opportunity to feedback the comments received at its last Parish 

Council meeting from residents. In addition, Renewable Connections were 

made aware of the “Protect the Pelhams” Facebook page.  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Freedom Day 
 
Sounds so grand, but don't start striking up the band, 
steady does it what's the rush, 
no point in getting in a crush, 
of bodies too close here and there, 
for this could end up in despair. 
 
The joy of it is still to come. 
this new found freedom for everyone, 
we've all been patient, towed the line, 
so feeling happy is not a crime, 
lets enjoy it that's what I say, 
and hope we don't go back someday, 
to the dark old days, won't mention the name   
but you know what I mean just the same !!!. 
 
The dreaded Covid will always be here, 
just like flu year after year, 
what is normal? Don't know anymore!!! 
I think it's just living your life as before, 
if you were happy then, you will be happy again, 
so keep on smiling through sunshine and rain. 
 
Take care everyone. 
 

Margaret Palmer 
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
Last month’s ramblings felt a bit energetic to me.   Too much discussion of 

calories and burpees and things, so I propose this month to dwell on a more 

thoughtful theme, namely gardening lore.   Otherwise known as old wives’ 

tales. 

Speaking as an old wife myself, I feel I am well qualified – some will say that 

makes a pleasant change - to sift through some of the myths and legends as 

to how to make the best of our gardens.    I should maybe add at this 

juncture, that having recently enjoyed the beauty of the open gardens in 

Furneux P, I don’t think that those gardens owe much to old wives’ tales, but 

rather hard work, skill, vision and creativity. 

But back to those of us who rely on good fortune, good weather and a 

general desire to avoid dusting.   Here I offer some gems which will doubtless 

improve our gardens and of course our all-round well being with little extra 

effort. 

1.  Sowing parsley and basil.   It is well known that they germinate much 
better if the whole process is accompanied by profuse swearing.    For 
appropriate vocabulary list please apply privately to PSC.  I can help. 

2. To ascertain whether it is the right time of year to be sowing seeds at 
all, don’t forget to sit on the ground, wearing no trousers.   If it’s 
warm enough for this, then it’s warm enough to start growing. 

3. If you are suffering from any ailment, be sure to walk under an arch 
of bramble branches.   You will be cured instantly, although you may 
have to go and get a tetanus booster to deal with all the scratches. 

4. Place caraway seeds among your valuables.  Any intruder will be 
transfixed by the sight of them and will be unable to run away before 
the agents of law and order arrive. 

5. To stop husbands wandering off with other women, place any 
remaining caraway seeds in their pockets and they’ll never want to fly 
the coop.   Much like pigeons really. 

6. Eating primroses enables you to see fairies…..should you want to. 
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7. Sleeping with a leek under your pillow will enable you to dream of 
your future husband.  A word of caution though.    If my future 
husband smells of leek, it’s just possible he may cease to be a future 
husband.   

8. And looking ahead, rub the flower of a honeysuckle on your forehead 
and this will increase your psychic ability. 

9. In the west of England marigolds are known as ‘The Drunkards’, as 
they have a reputation for turning people into alcoholics, should they 
pick them or even look at them for too long.    Good thing we live in 
the east of England then. 

10. And my final piece of gardening wisdom? -  if you have time to read 
this, then you probably have time to weed the garden! 

Must dash now.   I need to have my daily spoonful of sage – confers 

immortality….allegedly.  So hopefully I’ll be back next month! 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

 
ANTS 
 
It’s that time of year again, the Ants are on the move! 
Our lawn is a bit like a mountain range  
All mounds and hollows, it’s all very strange! 
The mower can’t cope 
My man’s getting grumpy. 
And it’s all to do with the lawn being humpy. 
 
What to do? 
I know, I’ll ask my friend in “The Potting Shed “ 
She’s full of knowledge, got lots in her head 
She’ll say “ants rule the world, soon they will fly  
So worry not, it will all be fine, 
Just sit in the garden and drink more wine “ 
 
Linda Gale 
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Hertfordshire Police are asking all existing OWL/NHW 

Members to reach out to your neighbours, knock on 

their doors and ask them if they would like to join 

OWL and Neighbourhood Watch. 

As an existing member, you already know that OWL/NHW is an effective and 

efficient way of receiving up to date important message and alerts from 

Hertfordshire police and Neighbourhood Watch. All members details are kept 

securely in accordance with the Data Protection Act and will not be passed to 

third parties. They will only be used to contact members for police or NHW 

matters.  

Please use this message to speak with your neighbour and simply request 

your neighbour to contact your local PCSO (leon.debruyn@herts.police.uk) to 

forward their details to the NHW co-ordinator for processing. 

Their email should include their full name, postal address and contact email 

address (or contact telephone number) with a brief sentence....."I would like 

to join OWL/NHW and am providing you with my contact details as 

permission for you to sign me up to this service". 

Your local PCSO will then pass their details to the NHW co-ordinator who will 

process the application and contact each applicant with a passcode for 

access. It's that simple. 

Hertfordshire Police thank you for your help in making Hertfordshire a safer 

place to live. 

Book Borrow Box 
A book borrow box has been at Whitebarns Stall since March 2020 and many 

people have borrowed books and magazines and then returned them for 

someone else to read, which has been a help over the "Lockdowns" If anyone 

has any books they can donate in good condition please leave on my porch, 

No 5 Whitebarns, once the books have been available for about a month they 

are donated to various charity shops including RSPCA, Cancer Research and 

Scope. Please feel free to browse the books and hopefully there will be some 

more in the months leading up to Winter. Also, there are sometimes 

newspapers people have read and no longer need. Thank you to everyone 

who has given books so far, especially Jacqui at Old Mill House who has kindly 

donated many over the last year. 

Thank You        Tracey Bayford  

mailto:leon.debruyn@herts.police.uk
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Furneux Pelham School News 
The end of our summer term has been very busy.  We have been 

delighted to welcome parents back onto the site for lots of different events 

this term and it has been wonderful to feel a real sense of community again. 

Wandlebury Country Park 

Reception Class explored the great outdoors this half 

term with a trip to Wandlebury Country Park.  The day 

was spent studying the different habitats in the park 

and included a minibeast hunt.  This included pond 

dipping and looking at the pond life they had managed 

to find.  The children also picked herbs and edible 

flowers which they used to create a book mark which 

they took back to school with them.  A wonderful day 

exploring the outdoors! 

Splash! 

Every year, our whole school takes 

part in our end of year production.  

Year 5 and 6 take the role of actors 

whilst Year 3 and 4 are the choir.  

Children in Reception to Year 4 also 

perform a dance during some of the 

songs, so it is very much a whole-school effort.  This year, we were so pleased 

to be able to perform our usual production together.  Year 6 did a wonderful 

job in leading the production in the main roles, and it was just fantastic to see 

all of the children enjoying the performance and working so hard to prepare 

for their audience of Year 6 parents.   

Dear future buddy…. 

When children join our school in Reception, 

they are assigned a buddy in Year 6.  This 

week, the Year 5 pupils have been so excited 

to hear that they will be able to have a buddy 

next year – Year 6 have missed out this year.  

The Year 5 pupils have each written a letter to 

their buddy to welcome them to the school.  

We headed to the post box to post our letters to our new Reception pupils. 
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Saying Goodbye 

We are so sad to say goodbye to our Year 6 

leavers at the end of the summer term.  Our 

Year 6 pupils will be heading off to schools in 

Bishop’s Stortford, Buntingford, Newport and 

Saffron Walden.   We will mark the end of their 

time at the school with a game of rounders 

and a tea party and our leavers will head off 

proudly wearing their leavers’ hoodies.  This summer, we will also be saying 

goodbye to one of our co-headteachers, Mrs. Dyson, who is leaving to explore 

pastures new.  Mrs. Dyson has been headteacher at the school for nine years 

and will be sorely missed when she leaves in July.  

Sports Day 

We were delighted to welcome parents to our 
Sports Day this year.  Usually, our sports day is 
made up of a multiskills morning when mixed 
teams work together to earn points for their 
house.  This year, we decided to limit our 
sports day to the races in the afternoon so 
that parents could join us for the afternoon.  
We had a fantastic time – the children showed 
exceptional sportsmanship this year, 

congratulating others on their wins and showing that ‘we win with grace and 
we lose with grace’.  At the end of the afternoon, Maple House were 
delighted to hear that they had been victorious and had won the afternoon of 
races.  Maple House were lucky enough to run a lap of victory with the 
Olympic torch which the school’s ex-running coach brought back to the 
school, from her torch-bearing duty during the 2012 Olympics. 
Fair Play Football  

Twice a week, pupils can take part in football sessions 
at lunchtime.  During the sessions there is a focus on 
fair play to develop the sportsmanship skills in all of 
our pupils.  Our pupils sign up to two thirty minute 

sessions a week in which they practise football skills which they apply during 
short matches at the end of sessions.  In addition, there is a strong focus 
during the matches upon how to play fairly and how important this is to the 
game.  The impact of this was most certainly seen during our sports day!   
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Still unbeaten! Stocking Pelham Cricket Club march 

on.. 
On Sunday 4th July, with six wins and a walkover (so seven wins really) to their 

name, the team travelled to the picturesque ground at Clavering. This time 

your reporter was stationed beyond the boundary, Mark (and his magic Ben 

Foakes wicketkeeping gloves) being unaccountably elsewhere.  Not having his 

‘lucky’ two-sided pencil sharpener with him, Paul and the Clavering skipper 

used a more conventional coin to conduct the toss and Paul duly found 

himself opening the batting with John Albon. At the end of the first over they 

had already got ten runs on the board, which was remarkable as neither had 

managed to hit the ball - wides, byes, a leg bye and a no-ball making ‘extras’ 

the only scorer. John then brought his willow into play with a delicate cut to 

the third man boundary, and the innings was properly underway.  Paul 

survived a dropped catch in the gully on one, and after some spirited but 

occasionally wayward bowling, SPCC progressed serenely to an unbeaten 40 

after ten overs, extras still the top scorer with 17 of these. John three times 

walked away from his guard owing to backchat in the field as the bowler 

approached, setting the scene for a rather livelier on-field encounter during 

the Clavering innings. Wickets then began to fall: John perished on 19, caught 

at slip and Colin, after a cracking four, had a similar fate. Paul was bowled and 

by now 20 overs had passed for 70 runs. Mike Thorpe and Clark – guesting in 

place of the ‘resting’ Sharman – steadied the ship, sharing a partnership of 62 

with Clark making a top-scoring innings of 35, including six fours. When they 

had departed, the six remaining batsmen – Wayne Ives, Tom Reeve, Charlie 

Peace, Tom Wood, Chris Wood and Ali made brief ‘cameo’ appearances at 

the crease, adding fifteen runs for the last five wickets. SPCC had amassed 

136 runs in 40 overs.  

Later in the week, your reporter discovered that in 1881, Clavering had 

hosted Furneux Pelham Cricket Club and had beaten them by 61 runs to 39, 

the game having the additional feature of cows grazing on the outfield. A 

hundred and forty years later, would 136 be enough to win the game, given 

the absence of cows?  

After a brief interlude (this used to be called “tea” and was a highlight of the 

day, but today was a mini sausage roll from Tesco Extra and a short but 

necessary visit to the outhouse behind the pavilion), Clavering began their 
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innings.  Ali struck first with an lbw, but then their no.3 batsman put the 

bowling to the sword. When two close stumpings were given not out in the 

same over, it was now SPCC’s turn to do some tactical chirping in the field 

and when John finally got his man clean bowled, his enthusiastic celebration 

prompted one umpire to walk off muttering. By now, Wayne was well into a 

marathon 10-over spell from the other end and he soon took the third wicket, 

again lbw. A Clavering middle-order batsman responded with a massive six 

onto the roof of the nearby Primitive Methodist Chapel, striking the slates 

with a loud and very ominous crack before the ball settled in a gutter. Your 

reporter enquired of another spectator whether the club had understanding 

neighbours and was told “probably not now”.  The game was still close with 

the remaining overs counting down when Charlie Peace then took a great 

catch on the mid-off boundary and John Albon clipped middle and off stumps 

to remove the next batsman.  

Charlie and John then gave an impressive display of ‘death bowling’, 

frustrating the Clavering lower order and leaving their last pair at the wicket 

still eight runs short of victory and looking unlikely to get them. In the 

excitement of this close finish, some of us had forgotten that (in the timed 

version of the game, beloved of Clavering CC), SPCC needed to dismiss the 

last batsman to win and they finally ran out of balls with which to do it, with 

the result that the match was drawn. 

SPCC repaired to the Fox and Hounds to conduct the post mortem and 

concluded that the result was a ‘winning draw’. Your reporter has forgotten 

the argument that let to this conclusion and before he could ask, the 

conversation had moved on, irreversibly as it turned out, to the latest 

happenings on “Love Island”.  

And so to Thorley, for a cricket game staring at the early hour of 1 pm, so 

that all involved could enjoy the evening football game against Italy. Jason 

arrived in his talismanic ‘Bryan Robson’ England shirt. Surely this would help 

assure victory? (But whether for England or Stocking Pelham was not clear.)  

SPCC batted first, craftily arranged so that Mike ‘Big Time’ Thorpe could arrive 

in time for his innings. For once the opening partnership of Joe Lane and John 

Albon did not smite the bowling in the way to which we have become 

accustomed, with Joe being bowled for 5 and John caught for 4. Luckily Jason 

Coombs was in great form (despite changing his shirt) hitting 49 before being 

stumped and walking off the field to save one of our umpires a tricky 
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decision, but also causing some quiet mutterings on the boundary about jug 

avoidance.  Next top scorer was Paul, with a calm and untroubled quarter 

century. After Tom Reeve, Charlie Peace and Colin Berthoud contributed 

some lusty hits, each reaching a double-figure score, the SPCC innings closed 

after 35 overs on 140. 

For those of us on the boundary, there was a chance to play with the Thorley 

scoreboard, a proper sit-inside job equipped with several levers to pull to 

change the scores, wickets and overs, and most importantly a red light to 

indicate to the umpires that their signals had been received. We fantasized 

about being at Lord’s, (had all the levers actually worked). During the course 

of the innings a worrying number of the players remarked on the similarity of 

the red signalling lamp to something they recalled seeing (or had been “told 

about by a friend”) in small cabins on the back streets of Amsterdam. 

The tea interval, greatly enhanced this week by visits to the Thorley beer 

fridge, was soon over and, with Joe volunteering as wicketkeeper, the home 

side started their innings with a father and son combo at the wicket. Dad hit 

the first ball solidly and took a leisurely run. Son, however, was more 

ambitious (and possibly more athletic) and called for a second run, safely 

reaching the crease at his end. Dad however, was run out by about a yard, 

thanks to an arrow-straight (and long range!) throw that demolished the 

stumps from Mike Thorpe.  Father was not given out by the umpire, but 

sportingly walked off the field, knowing that he had not made his ground.   

In the face of some super-accurate bowling by Wayne Ives (who finished with 

figures of 7-4-6-1) Thorley found it hard to score rapidly and after 15 overs 

had only reached 40 runs but had lost five wickets, thanks to another great 

bowling spell by John Albon, who had replaced Ali Bratt at the other end and 

for the second week running finished the day with a ‘five for’, his figures 

being 7-1-16-5. 

And now a note about equipment. The team’s ‘whites’ encompass a wide 

range of white and cream hues and are usually brought with a bat, pads, 

gloves and other sundry bits (there’s an enigmatic rumour of a voodoo doll 

with a large pin in it inscribed Stansted Hall) - in a ‘coffin’ – a bag of similar 

size and weight to the wooden box bearing the same name. This week the 

team radical was Kelvin, who pitched up with a Waitrose carrier bag (a classy 

touch for those of us too mean to shop there) containing a shirt in a subtle 

shade of pink, courtesy of his washing machine. I don’t think it would have 
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passed the Wimbledon white dress code, but luckily Wimbledon was finishing 

that afternoon. 

During the innings another spectator told your reporter that the ground had 

suffered a direct hit from a German bomb in the 1939-1945 war. The crater is 

no longer visible, but I guess it could have been somewhere near the 

clubhouse which looked as though it has suffered a bit of damage during its 

lifetime. Its apparently condemned and we wish Thorley every success in 

funding a replacement.  

As the innings progressed, SPCC kept up the pressure with Kelvin Whitfield, 

Tom Reeve and Ali Bratt all taking a wicket and Charlie Peace frustrating the 

opposition with four overs for only six runs.  It was a whole team effort, like 

so many this season. Thorley finished on 106 all out, so victory for SPCC by 34 

runs. 

Match ratings: - 

Team spirit 5/5 

Sportsmanship (both sides) 5/5 

Ability of Jason’s shirt to inspire England 0/5 

You could enjoy these afternoons also, if you fancy a game, call Colin on 

01279777905. 

Steve Bratt 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY  

On a recent visit to Thaxted’s Tourist Information Centre, I 

could not resist buying their new set of postcards, featuring 

some of the town’s well-known views. Nowadays, it is quite unusual to see 

postcards for sale – and even rarer to receive one in the post. How times 

have changed. 

Picture postcards became extremely popular in the UK after the 

introduction in 1902 of the format with a picture on the front and a 

divided back - half for the address and the other half for a message. 

Pictures were generally black and white but sometimes coloured. 

Popularity waned after the First World War but it remained customary to 

send postcards to family and friends from somewhere visited on holiday 

or a day out. That custom has now almost died out, no doubt due in part 

to the availability – albeit only in this century - of more immediate means 

of exchanging messages and photos electronically. 

Many people used picture postcards for sending short messages. Until 

1918 it cost only an old halfpenny to send a card – that’s 480 cards for a 

Pound (today’s price is 66 pence per card). In those early days, there could 

be as many as five postal deliveries in a day, at least in towns, so it was 

not unreasonable to expect a reply the same day.  

It wasn’t just seaside towns that sold postcards; almost every town and 

village had its own postcard or set of postcards. Within the Hundred 

Parishes, it seems that only one parish has never had a postcard – Flitch 

Green, which became a parish only in 2008. Many of those old cards have 

survived. They often provide a revealing insight into our past and into an 

earlier way of life, for example buildings, roads, transport and dress.  

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT FOR JUNE 2021 

The beginning of the month was pleasantly warm, but by the summer 

solstice, June 21 it was colder, at the maximum on June 21st being 13c and the 

winter solstice, December 21st was 12c. I think it is unusual for those two 

dates to have almost the same day time maximum temperatures. The month 

was generally very cloudy. 

Janet Birch  

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and 

every three-by-three box 

contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Solve the puzzle by logic and 

reasoning alone – no maths 

involved!  
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Criss Cross 

Fit the listed words in their correct places. The winning word is the one 

left over.  
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July 2021 puzzle answers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word that  
could not 

 be found was  
TYPHOON 
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